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Unfortunately, Senate Republicans 

are less interested in solving problems 
than they are in creating them. The 
day before this floor debate began, the 
assistant Republican leader—the junior 
Senator from Arizona—said: ‘‘There is 
no way to fix this bill.’’ Of course, that 
is absolutely totally wrong. 

All Senators know there is a reliable 
way to improve legislation—to improve 
this bill. It has been in use for 220 
years. It is called the legislative proc-
ess. It is called doing our job. 

As this bill continues to improve, I, 
once again, remind my colleagues not 
to lose sight of the bigger picture. As 
we delve into the details and debate 
the fine print, let us not forget why we 
are here. Our goal remains the same it 
was the day we began this debate many 
months ago. It remains the same as it 
was a year and a half ago, when Senate 
Finance Committee chairman MAX 
BAUCUS first held a series of hearings 
that led to the legislation that is now 
before us. 

Our goal remains the same as it was 
last November when the American peo-
ple called in a loud and clear voice for 
change. It remains the same as it did 31 
years ago, when Senator Ted Kennedy 
called it shameful that ‘‘in our unbe-
lievably rich land, the quality of health 
care available to many of our people is 
unbelievably poor, and the cost is un-
believably high.’’ 

It remains the same as it did the day 
President Truman sounded a call to ac-
tion to ensure that American families 
are protected from what he called ‘‘the 
economic effects of sickness.’’ That 
was more than 64 years ago, and more 
than half of today’s Senators weren’t 
even born then. That constant goal has 
been and remains this: We must make 
it possible for every American—each 
and every American—to afford to live a 
healthy life. 

Each moment in this fight is his-
toric. No bill to put health care deci-
sions in the hands of the people has 
ever come this far. But the most his-
toric days of the journey lie ahead. We 
can only seize that opportunity if this 
debate is about facts, not about fear. 

I remind my colleagues that if we are 
to truly help the American people and 
the American economy, if we are to 
sincerely do the work our neighbors 
sent us to do, if we are to leave our 
children and grandchildren a better in-
heritance than a deep deficit and a bro-
ken health care system—if we are to do 
any of these things—we must work to-
gether and not against each other. We 
must work as partners, not as par-
tisans. 

This is not the first time I have 
asked my Republican friends to think 
of the real families across this Nation 
who face real problems—families with 
real diseases, real sicknesses, real med-
ical bills, and real fears. It is not the 
first time I have warned that America 
has no place for those who hope for 
failure. 

This is not the first time I have ex-
tended my hand across the aisle and 

asked my Republican friends to aban-
don their shortsighted strategy to 
bring the Senate to a screeching halt; 
for example, issuing an informational 
guide on how to stop and slow things. 
That doesn’t work. We need a strategy 
that says we can win because that will 
mean the American people do not lose. 

So I hope that, for the first time, we 
will have people of good will on the Re-
publican side of this Chamber who will 
walk over and say: Let’s work together 
to get some things done. I have had a 
couple good conversations the last few 
days with some of my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle. I hope we can 
move forward. This is a bill that 
doesn’t look at a person who is sick or 
hurt or afraid as being a Democrat or a 
Republican or an Independent. They 
are Americans. They are from Virginia, 
Montana, Nevada and from all over 
America and they are people who are 
calling upon us to do the right thing. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we 

had a very clarifying vote on the Sen-
ate floor about the direction of our 
friends on the other side with regard to 
our health care system. Yesterday, all 
but two of them voted to preserve near-
ly $1⁄2 trillion in cuts to Medicare, the 
health program for our seniors. In the 
runup to that vote, they said these cuts 
were not cuts and that Medicare Ad-
vantage in particular is not a part of 
Medicare, arguments plainly contra-
dicted by the text of the bill itself, by 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, by the independent Congres-
sional Budget Office, and by the experi-
ence of seniors themselves. 

Seniors do not want Senators fooling 
with Medicare. Let me say that again. 
Seniors do not want Senators fooling 
with Medicare. They want us to fix it, 
to strengthen it, to preserve it for fu-
ture generations—not raid it like a 
giant piggy bank in order to create 
some entirely new government pro-
gram. 

Yesterday’s vote was particularly 
distressing for the nearly 11 million 
seniors on Medicare Advantage. So 
today Members will have an oppor-
tunity to undo the damage they voted 
to do to this program. With yesterday’s 
vote, proponents of this measure au-
thorized $120 billion in cuts to Medi-
care Advantage and in the process they 
expressly voted to violate the Presi-
dent’s pledge that seniors who like the 
plans they have can keep them. The 
President has said seniors who like the 
plans they have can keep them—be-
cause you can’t cut $120 billion from a 
benefits program, obviously, without 
cutting benefits. 

The Congressional Budget Office has 
been crystal clear on this matter. 

When asked about the effect these cuts 
would have on Medicare Advantage, 
the Director of CBO was unequivocal. 
He said that approximately half of 
Medicare Advantage benefits will be 
cut for nearly 11 million seniors en-
rolled in this program under this bill. 

This is the Director of the Congres-
sional Budget Office being unequivocal. 
He said that approximately half of 
Medicare Advantage benefits will be 
cut for nearly 11 million seniors en-
rolled in this program under this bill. 
That is what our friends on the other 
side voted for yesterday and they know 
it. 

One Democrat last night was ex-
plicit. He admitted that after yester-
day’s votes, Democrats will not be able 
to say that ‘‘if you like what you have 
you can keep it.’’ This is one of our 
Democrat colleagues yesterday saying: 
‘‘If you like what you have you can 
keep it’’ can no longer be said. 

He went on to say ‘‘that basic com-
mitment that a lot of us around here 
have made will be called into ques-
tion.’’ I think that is highly likely. 

Our friends have a couple of choices 
here today. They can reaffirm their 
plan to cut benefits for nearly one- 
fourth of all seniors enrolled in Medi-
care, they can admit that the Presi-
dent’s pledge about keeping the plan 
you like no longer applies, or they can 
reverse part of yesterday’s vote later 
today by voting with Republicans to 
restore those cuts to Medicare Advan-
tage. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

SERVICE MEMBERS HOME 
OWNERSHIP TAX ACT OF 2009 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 3590, which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3590) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the first-time 
home buyers credit in the case of members of 
the Armed Forces and certain other Federal 
employees, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid amendment No. 2786, in the nature of 

a substitute. 
Whitehouse amendment No. 2870 (to 

amendment No. 2786), to promote fiscal re-
sponsibility by protecting the Social Secu-
rity surplus and CLASS program savings in 
this act. 

Hatch motion to commit the bill to the 
Committee on Finance, with instructions. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Montana. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, we are 
beginning our fifth day of consider-
ation on the health reform bill. We will 
be in a period of debate only until 
about 11:30 a.m. Pending now is the 
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